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SGA Candidates square off for first debate of campaign

LILLY DYER | PHOTO EDITOR

Candidates Hannah Petracca (Left) and
Hunter Barclay (Right).

LILLY DYER | PHOTO EDITOR

Candidates Noelle Soares (Left) and Marcus
Tucker (Right).

By KYRA BISCARNER

THE PARTHENON
Candidates for student body president and vice president had
the opportunity to debate topics such as campus safety, diversity
on campus and tuition increases Monday night when the first
presidential debate took place in the memorial student center.
Candidates Marcus Tucker, Madison Davis, Hunter Barclay
and Jerimiah Parlock faced off for the position of student body
president. While Noelle Soares, Maddy Parker, Hannah Petracca and Rachel Delany faced off as their potential student
body vice president.
Tom Jenkins and Sadie Helmick, editors from the Parthenon
moderated the debate. The debate was also livestreamed on
Facebook allowing audience members to ask questions as the
debate continued.
The debate began with candidates getting an opportunity to
discuss their platforms. Barclay and Petracca said they have four
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Candidates Maddy Parker (Left) and
Madison Davis (Right).

main goals including improving dining halls, getting local businesses to accept flex, a mental health day for students and a cap
for textbook prices. Tucker and Soares said their main goals are
safety, diversity and inclusion and acceptance. Davis and Parker
said their main goals are accountability and transparency, disability awareness, community engagement and greek life initiatives.
Parlock and Delany said they wanted to ensure safety, engagement
and transparency amongst SGA.
The first question began with discussion on the topic of campus
safety, a topic that has been on many students’ minds. All candidates agreed safety on campus is a top priority, making it a point
to include it in their platforms.
As campus safety got brought up, the issue of allowing concealed carry on campus also was discussed. All candidates agreed
in opposition of House Bill 4298 which would allow concealed
carry weapons on campus, however student body presidential
candidates Madison Davis and Jerimiah Parlock prefaced their
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Candidates Rachel Delaney (Left) and
Jermiah Parlock (Right).

statements with their support of the second amendment.
As audience members asked questions to the candidates, Barclay was asked about his goal to put a cap on textbook prices for
students and his ability to get this accomplished. Parlock disagreed with the ability to put a cap on textbook prices. Parlock
said although cheaper textbooks would be nice it’s not something
that could be accomplished at Marshall.
“I think everyone would love cheaper textbooks and I think that
is a great thing to put in your platform but at the same time the
examples given, it’s state by state and what their issue is it’s bigger

To read the rest of this story and look at
our photo gallery of Monday’s debate, visit
www.marshallparthenon.com.

Marshall Greek Life faces social suspension
By SARAH INGRAM

THE PARTHENON
Fraternities and sororities have been placed on a social moratorium after the Fraternity and Sorority Life discovered one of
the chapters violated social conduct rules. The halt of all activities
including alcohol will be in place until the Greek community is informed otherwise.
“The reason we are on social moratorium is because of high risk
behavior in the community,” Nick Wright, the director of Fraternity and Sorority Life, said. “I don’t want to place blame on just
this one chapter, but we need to take a closer look into the social
culture here and how to make sure everyone is being safe.”
Fraternity and Sorority Life received a video from an anonymous source Friday evening that showed one of Marshall’s Greek
organizations participating in an event that was expected to be
dry. A dry event means there will be no alcohol present.
The video showed alcohol was present, at least one person can
be seen vomiting on camera, and members appeared to be playing
a drinking game. Drinking games are prohibited by the Fraternal
Information & Programming Group and is outlined in its risk management guidelines. These guidelines were outlined for each Greek
organization at a Risk and Harm Prevention meeting in February.
Wright said he decided to coordinate with his governing council
to decide what actions should be taken after receiving the video.
The presidents of the National Pan Hellenic Council, the Pan Hellenic Council and the Interfraternity Council came together to
discuss an appropriate response to the information.
The social moratorium only prohibits fraternities and sororities
from offering events where alcohol is present. The community is
still allowed to have philanthropy events as well as brotherhood
and sisterhood events.
Sabel Meadows, the president of the PHC, said she encouraged
the sororities on campus to view the social moratorium as a learning experience.
“I told them to try to look at the situation with a positive
view,” Meadows said. “We can still get together with other

“The reason we are on social moratorium is because
of high risk behavior in the community. I don’t want
to place blame on just this one chapter, but we need to
take a closer look into the social culture here and how
to make sure everyone is being safe.”
-Nick Wright Director of Fraternity and
Sorority Life

LILLY DYER | PHOTO EDITOR

Marshall’s ‘Frat Row’ on 5th Avenue.
groups, and we can just work on getting to know each other better,
which is never a bad thing.”
Fraternity and Sorority Life has also recognized that there are
multiple rumors floating around campus regarding the cause for
the moratorium. Cameron Sherwood, the president of the Interfraternity Council, released a statement on behalf of the IFC to the
Greek Community, asking students to understand rumors do not
help the situation.
“As we continue to move forward, we are asking for everyone’s

patience and an end to the dissemination of misinformation,”
Sherwood said. “Rumors will only hinder the process and impede
the investigations.”
Fraternity and Sorority Life is also working with a safety task
force that is working toward developing a comprehensive set of
rules for social environments. According to Sherwood’s letter, the
Greek community can expect an update on the status of the social
moratorium within the next two weeks.
Sarah Ingram can be contacted at ingram51@marshall.edu.

page designed and edited by TOM JENKINS| jenkins194@marshall.edu

Stayed tuned every Tuesday
www.marshallparthenon.edu

FRI. 7
DOWNLOAD FRI. 7:30AM-3AM
DOWNLOAD
SAT.
ROUTESHOUT 2.0 APP
SAT. 3PM-3AM
ROUTESHOUT 2.0 APP
LAT
MU NIGHT
students ride
FREE with I.D.
WWW.TTA-WV.COM MU studentsWWW.TTA-WV.COM
LATE
ride FREE with I.D.
529-RIDE
361990

363777

2

TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2018

| MARSHALLPARTHENON.COM

|

PROS to collaborate on Braille trail in Barboursville
By AMANDA LARCH

THE PARTHENON
The Park and Recreation
Organization for Students will
collaborate with the Leo’s Club
of Barboursville to create a
Braille trail in the Barboursville Park. Braille trails help
the visually impaired enjoy
outdoor activities, such as hiking, with ropes to guide them,
easier to read informational,
interpretive signs and some
audio components.
PROS members participate
in a variety of community service projects, and the Braille
trail will be one of the first
ones of the semester. Madison
Birchfield, vice president of the
organization, said they are also
planning an Earth Day plant
sale to raise money for their
recreation trips.
“We work, starting around
this time, to plant things in
our greenhouse space, and we
raise the plants from seeds,”

Birchfield,
senior
natural
resources and recreation management major, said. “We have
succulents too, and we raise
the plants and pot them and
take care of them. Then, we put
them up here for sale and accept donations as part of the
Earth Day celebration.”
PROS also have clean ups in
which members will travel to
local parks, like Beech Fork
State Park, to clean and beautify
the outdoor areas and lakes.
Birchfield said the recreation
trips are an important part of
the group as well.
“We go on a lot of adventure
recreation trips,” Birchfield
said. “We do hiking, we do
backpacking, we go to national
parks, state parks, we do zip
lining, white water rafting once
a year, and we take trips wherever anybody wants to go. The
white water rafting trips are always fun, because we all camp,
and then we get to sit in our

hammocks around the campfire and listen to music and play
the guitar the whole night.”
While PROS was created by
natural resource and recreation
management majors, Birchfield
said the club encourages everyone of all majors to join.
“It’s open for all majors and
all interests,” Birchfield said.
“The things we do aren’t necessarily related to our curriculum
or anything. It’s just similar
interests. We’re actively looking for new members all the
time. We have a lot of fundraising opportunities and we want
to take a lot of really cool trips
going to national parks out of
state. That’s what we do the
Earth Day plant sale for, to raise
money for those types of trips.”
PROS members meet at 3:30
p.m. every Thursday in the
Morrow Library Commons.
Amanda Larch can be
contacted at larch15@marshall.edu.

MADISON BIRCHFIELD I PROS

The Park and Recreation Organization for Students is working on creating a Braille trail in the Barboursville
Park. The group also celebrates Earth Day through selling plants to raise money for its various outings like
white water rafting and hiking.

Workshop to teach
Program available for those suffering
from weight-related, self-esteem issues mental health skills
By HANNA PENNINGTON

THE PARTHENON
Students suffering from weight-related or self-esteem issues
can find support and friendly faces in free group sessions provided by Marshall’s Psychology Clinic every Tuesday until May.
“For a lot of students, this is their first time away from home
and their first time in this new environment with a lot of different
people,” said student therapist Kristyn Ford. “Their self-esteem
could be negatively impacted by meeting so many people from
so many places and feeling like the little fish in the big pond, and
that might not have been an issue prior.”
Ford said she is in a group therapy class as part of her curriculum in the Psy. D. program and wanted to address the issue of
self-esteem since it is so common and very broad.
“The reason we chose weight and self-esteem was because we
felt like we haven’t had a lot of experience working with people
with weight-related issues,” Ford said. “We thought incorporating
self-esteem into weight related issues would allow for participation from a lot of different students.”
Destiny Hoffman, second-year student in the clinical psychology master’s program, said group therapy can be effective for
those battling self-esteem problems.
“Self-esteem is definitely something everyone struggles with,
but when you have extra pressures like college students usually
do, it typically comes out a little bit more,” Hoffman said. “Often
times people feel that they have to struggle alone with things,
and that’s not the case.”
Ford said students understanding they are not alone in
their problems is important to help them conquer their selfesteem issues.
“People with weight-related and self-esteem issues can come

to the group and say ‘I’m not alone, I’m not the only person
struggling with this,’ and that identification with their peers is
really going to be important to them to overcome their issues
and to have a stronger sense of self-esteem,” Ford said. “We’re
in college, we’re students as well, so I think a lot of the hesitancy
comes from being afraid that the people you’re going to encounter aren’t going to understand you, but everybody in there is in
the same situation.”
Ford said feeling more confident can help students branch out
and expand their horizons on campus and within the community.
“When you have a higher sense of self-esteem, you feel more
confident to take risks and to try new things,” Ford said. “College
is a great opportunity for students to try on different roles and
different career paths, go to new clubs and meet new people. If
the self-esteem is not there, they might be afraid to take those
risks, and they’re missing out on the experience they could have.”
Ford said the group, which will meet each Tuesday from 4-5:30
p.m. in the Psychology Clinic, will give students the opportunity
to discuss their problems while also learning different skills to
raise their self-esteem.
“It’s going to be a lot of people coming in and bringing stuff
with them, and then also hopefully we have something that we
can give them as well, some kind of skill or training,” Ford said.
Hoffman said self-reflection is an important part of the process, but that she and Ford will do their best to provide students
with new techniques as well.
“It’s a collaborative effort between us and the participants,”
Hoffman said. “We’re coming in with some knowledge, but they
know more about themselves.”
Hanna Pennington can be contacted at penningto131@
marshall.edu.

Volleyball tournament raises funds for Homes
For Our Troops, Starkey Hearing Foundation
By SARAH INGRAM

sororities come together, but different groups from Marshall come
and show support, too.”
Dearing said the event raised roughly $1,800. This money will
be divided evenly between Delta Zeta and Alpha Sigma Phi to go
to their respective philanthropies, Home for our Troops and The
Starkey Hearing Foundation.
Homes For Our Troops is an organization that gives support to
veterans injured while deployed by building houses. The Starkey
Hearing Foundation builds and dispenses hearing aids for people
living in underdeveloped countries. The Starkey Hearing Foundation also provides after care to teach those in need how to use
their devices.
Madalyn McCoy, a sophomore
member of Alpha Chi Omega, said she
had multiple reasons for enjoying the
tournament besides winning.
“I played volleyball in high school and
loved it,” McCoy said. “It’s also just a really good cause to donate to, and I had
fun playing with my sisters.”
Zach Chambers, the vice president
of Alpha Sigma Phi, said the Greek
community shows great support by
competing in the tournament as well
as donating to the cause.
“All of the sororities and many fraternities came out to play,” Chambers
said. “Even the Greek organizations
that couldn’t make it today showed
so much support by helping us raise
SARAH INGRAM I THE PARTHENON awareness and giving donations.”
Alpha Sigma Phi’s and Delta Zeta’s fifth annual Spike for a Cause Volleyball Tournament raised roughly Sarah Ingram can be contacted
at ingram51@marshall.edu.
$1,800 for their philanthropies, Homes For Our Troops and the Starkey Hearing Foundation.

THE PARTHENON
Alpha Chi Omega took home the trophy after defeating the Ballbusters in the final match at Alpha Sigma Phi’s and Delta Zeta’s
fifth annual Spike for a Cause Volleyball Tournament. The event
raised donations and awareness for the Homes For Our Troops
organization and the Starkey Hearing Foundation.
Emilee Dearing, the vice president of philanthropy for Delta
Zeta, said the event is also an opportunity for the Marshall community to show support for different organizations.
“I love everyone being able to get together,” Dearing said. “This
is such a friendly competition, where not just fraternities and

page designed and edited by HEATHER BARKER | barker193@marshall.edu

By HANNA PENNINGTON

THE PARTHENON
The Wellness Center at
Marshall University and the
Department of Social Work
are sponsoring a Mental
Health First Aid class this
Friday in Drinko Library.
Students, faculty and
other members of the community are able to attend
to become more informed
about the signs and symptoms of mental health
issues and what they can do
to intervene.
Amy Saunders, director
of the MU Wellness Center, said it is important
that programs like Mental
Health First Aid are brought
to campus in order to spot
the signs of mental health
conditions in the college
community.
“I think it’s really important to get some good,
basic information about
what mental health is and
mental well-being,” Saunders said. “There historically
has been a lot of stigma attached to that issue, and so
we are, and a lot of advocates nationwide, are trying
to break down those barriers surrounding mental
health. This program is one
of those programs designed
to help do that, to inform individuals, and it’s meant for
communities.”
Participants at the Mental Health First Aid training
will learn important skills

designed to help someone
who may be developing
a mental health disorder,
Saunders said.
According to the National
Council
for
Behavioral
Health, 75 percent of mental illnesses develop before
the age of 25, making college campuses a common
place where these illnesses
can come to light.
“Anybody who works with
students, this is important
for them,” Saunders said.
“It’ll help you recognize
signs that a student might
be struggling with a mental
health issue or concern.”
Saunders said Mental
Health First Aid will provide participants with a
simple five-step action plan
to support someone who is
potentially suffering from
an emotional crisis or mental health condition, as well
as other skills and techniques to become involved.
“Health is health, whether
it’s something to do with
your brain or mind or
something to do with your
body,” Saunders said. “All of
that really needs to be integrated because both have
effects on the other.”
Mental Health First Aid
training is 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday in Drinko Library
Room 138 and registration
is available online.
Hanna Pennington can be
contacted at penningto131@
marshall.edu.
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TOURNAMENT PREVIEW EDITION
Herd men’s hoops hunts for Conference USA Championship title, NCAA Tournament bid
By LUKE CREASY

THE PARTHENON
Marshall men’s basketball competes
in the Conference USA Men’s Basketball
Championship Tournament this week at
the Ford Center at the Star in Frisco, Texas.
After closing out the regular season with
a 76-67 win over then-No. 24 Middle Tennessee, the Herd edged UTSA for the fourth
seed and a guaranteed first-round bye into
the quarterfinal.
“I might have had a heart attack if we
lost that (game) and knew UTSA won their
game, but I don’t have to worry about that,”
Thundering Herd head coach Dan D’Antoni
said. “The kids were super and played extremely hard. Middle (Tennessee) is so
well-coached, and they play so hard. Even if
they make a mistake, they make you pay for
one right after that. They are very deserving of a top 25 spot.”
Last season, Marshall did not have a bye
in the C-USA tournament and won three
games in as many days to advance to the
tournament championship game. However, the Herd fell to the Blue Raiders 83-72
in the championship. This year, though,
Marshall swept Middle Tennessee in the
regular season.
With the fourth seed, the Herd will have
to win two games—the quarterfinal and
semifinal—to reach the final. In the quarterfinal, Marshall will play either UTSA or
UTEP (whichever team wins the first-round
matchup) Thursday at 7:30 p.m. Marshall
lost to UTSA and beat UTEP in the regular
season, with both games being on the road.

The 12-team field was finalized after
the conclusion of Saturday’s C-USA games.
The back-to-back C-USA champion MTSU
won the regular season title and earned
the first seed. MTSU is followed by Old Dominion, Western Kentucky and Marshall
at second, third and fourth, respectively.
ODU and WKU flipped seeding positions
after WKU lost to UAB Saturday. Seeds
five through twelve will play in the first
round Wednesday evening for a chance to
advance in the single-elimination tournament. Charlotte and Rice will not travel to
Frisco after finishing at the bottom of the
conference standings.
After three consecutive years in Birmingham, Alabama, the tournament venue
moves southwest to Frisco, Texas’ Ford
Center at the Star: the practice facility and
world headquarters of the NFL’s Dallas
Cowboys. The facility, which houses an indoor, NFL regulation size football field, will
be converted into two basketball courts.
“I always say, Frisco is the number one
innovative city in the world,” Frisco mayor
Maher Maso said in a release. “We’re so
excited to have these teams here. We’ll
make the same commitment we made to
the NCAA (FCS) championships, and that
is, to make it a very special event for the
student-athletes.”
The championship-winning team receives an automatic bid to the NCAA Men’s
Basketball Tournament—a feat that Marshall hasn’t accomplished since 1987.
Luke Creasy can be contacted at
creasy4@marshall.edu.

CONFERNECE USA

The official bracket for this year’s Conference USA Men’s Basketball Tournament. The 12 teams begin open practices at
the Ford Center at the Star Tuesday and first round action begins Wednesday.

Full coverage of Marshall men’s
basketball

Live from Frisco, Texas
Bringing the Conference USA
Tournament to your news feed
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Editorial

W.Va. swelled with pride as our heroines walked the red carpet

The faces of the Netflix documentary short subject “Heroin(e)” pose for a selfie on the red carpet at Sunday’s 90th Annual Oscars. Heroin(e),
produced by Elaine M. Sheldon and Kerrin Sheldon, was nominated for best documentary short subject. (Photo courtesy of Jan Rader)

Does sameness achieve equality?
By BENJAMIN O’DELL

FOR THE PARTHENON
In the current cultural
climate, there is a lot of discussion and discourse on
equality or the lack thereof.
Within these conversations,
inequality is often attacked
by defining things like race,
gender and femininity/masculinity as social constructs
which are then deconstructed to prove that, at the
base level of humanity, there
is no difference between a
white person or a person of
color, or between a man and
a woman. What lies at the
bottom of these is only one
thing — a human.
My goal here is not to
comment on whether or not
these things are indeed constructs, but rather to decide
whether this deconstruction
is the best way to achieve
equality of the sexes, races
and femininity/masculinity.
I want to explore whether
or not acknowledging a level
of sameness actually makes
things equal.
To decide, let us take a
specific look at inequality of
the sexes and their normalized roles. Over the course
of American history, and really the history of the world,
there has been some sort

of inequality of the sexes.
Masculinity has dominated
femininity in the workplace
and in the home. Women
have been treated as property and commodities, and
by extension, femininity has
become somewhat of a negative quality.
One example of this is the
male gaze, a concept theorized by Laura Mulvey in
her extended essay “Visual
Pleasure and Narrative Cinema.” She writes, “In a world
ordered by sexual imbalance, pleasure in looking has
been split between active/
male and passive/female.
The determining male gaze
projects its fantasy onto the
female figure, which is styled
accordingly.” By this, Mulvey
means to communicate that,
in the context of cinema,
women are portrayed as
sexual objects to be enjoyed
by the eyes of men.
In this way, women are
seen as passive objects,
and men are the ones who
act. And this principle has
been extrapolated in society which has seen women
as less important than
men; and understood femininity to be less desirable
than masculinity.
The response thus far

The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for
news and editorial content.

CONTACT US: 109 Communications Bldg.|Marshall University|One John Marshall Drive
Huntington, West Virginia 25755|parthenon@marshall.edu|@MUParthenon
Letters to the Editor are accepted. See guidelines online.

West Virginia held its breath as
Maya Rudolph and Tiffany Haddish
announced the Oscar for best documentary short subject on Sunday.
The results of this award mattered
for the mountain state because our
own heroines were up for the honor
for the film, “Heroin(e),” featuring
three Huntington women on the
front lines of the opioid epidemic,
produced and directed by West
Virginia natives Elaine M. Sheldon
and Kerrin Sheldon. Although the
film did not win the award, seeing
these West Virginians bring the
struggles and hopes of our region
to the world stage was meaningful and important. If nothing else,
their appearance on the red carpet
reminded West Virginians of our
deep, communal values.
“‘Is this us’ says my wife as we
watch the Oscars,” tweeted the
Charleston Gazette-Mail’s Douglas
Imbrogno. “She means: Are they
set to announce the Oscar for ‘Best
Short Doc’ and homestate fave @
elainemsheldon‘s remarkable #heroinenetflix...That’s West Virginia in
a nutshell. A village.”
West Virginians all over the
mountain state sat in their living
rooms, watching with anticipation
and excitement. We were all up for
that Oscar. The state as a whole felt
very much a part of this moment.
West Virginia and the Appalachian region as a whole has often
been marked by a famial bond, and
Imbrogno’s tweet spoke directly
to this feeling. Our people were in
Hollywood. Twitter was flooded
with support for the heroines, with
tweets by both U.S. senators Joe

Manchin and Shelley Moore Capito.
“I’m proud of everything #heroinenetflix has accomplished,”
Manchin tweeted. “This documentary shined a new light on the
opioid epidemic facing (the City
of Huntington) and the incredible
women leading us.”
Sen. Capito tweeted out an encouragement for people to keep an
eye out for the heroines, saying, “we
are so proud of you.”
Immediately after the award
was announced, Huntington Mayor
Steve Williams released a statement, capturing the feelings we all
had about the film’s journey to the
Oscar stage.
“Their dedication and compassion have shown the world what we
in Huntington have known for some
time – when faced with tragedy, West
Virginians will always rise to the challenge and overcome,” Williams said.
A running theme for the Oscars
this year was one of diversity and
inclusion, specifically in the wake of
the “Me Too” movement and immigration battles in the U.S. congress.
It was the night dedicated to those
who are underrepresented, misportrayed and marginalized. These
are words West Virginians know all
too well. It was quite fitting that, in
step with this overarching theme,
the people of Appalachia were able
to watch television and see some of
our own rubbing elbows with that
nation’s rich and famous. For a state
that often feels forgotten, and if not
forgotten, stereotyped, it was emotional to see that West Virginians
really can make it, that our dreams
aren’t limited by our area code.

has been to deconstruct the
gender binary to show sameness — to show that no one
is inherently masculine or
feminine. The problem with
this is such that the space
remains for femininity to be
thought of as less desirable.
It matters little if there is
something underneath constructions that makes us the
same. There will still be judgment calls on whether or not
femininity or masculinity is
more desirable.
As a solution, it would be
far better for society to push
for an appreciation of femininity. It is better for society
to understand that femininity has incredible value and is
equal in importance to masculinity. Femininity provides
uniqueness of perspective
within social contexts. Equality of the sexes should not
come from deconstructing
to sameness, it should come
from esteeming what has
not been esteemed to equal
value and great importance.
And this principle rings
true within race as well. We
must learn to appreciate and
deem those who are different
from us as equal, valuable
and important.
Benjamin O’Dell can be contacted at odell92@marshall.edu.
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West Virginia teacher strike headed for a 9th day

Ex-Trump aide plans to defy
Mueller, says 'arrest me'
By JILL COLVIN and TOM LoBIANCO

Vanessa Brown, a teacher from Cledenin W.Va., holds a sign with her hat as she waits to get into a teacher rally Monday at the West Virginia
Capitol in Charleston, W.Va. Hundreds of teachers from 55 counties are on strike for pay raises and better health benefits. (AP Photo/Tyler Evert)
By JOHN RABY

ASSOCIATED PRESS
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — The teachers on strike in West Virginia delivered yet
another message to lawmakers by packing
the state Capitol building to capacity Monday, the eighth school day of the walkout.
Their show of support didn't immediately persuade legislators, who failed to
agree on a 5 percent pay raise that would
end the strike, forcing districts to cancel
school on Tuesday. The governor, union
leaders and the House of Delegates agreed
to the pay raise for the teachers, among the
lowest paid in the nation, but the Senate
offered only a 4 percent increase.
A conference committee of House and
Senate members met Monday but adjourned without an agreement. No further
talks were immediately scheduled.
The Capitol was closed Monday after
5,000 people entered, posing security
concerns. It was reopened an hour later,
and teachers vented their frustration
over the lack of progress. Their strike, in
one of the poorest states in the country,
has disrupted the education ecosystem of
277,000 students and 35,000 employees,
forcing working parents to scramble for

child care. And children who rely on meals
at school were at risk of going hungry.
In a state with a 17.9 percent poverty
rate, teachers, bus drivers and other volunteers are collecting food for students who
rely on free breakfasts and lunches. Teachers shared stories of donating their time,
money or food. At least two GoFundMe
pages have been launched in support of
the walkout.
"It does make you feel good because
we are helping them," said Ann Osburn, a
special education teacher at Buckhannon
Academy. "I think we're reaching as many
as we can."
Rachel Stringer, as a stay-at-home
mom from Cross Lanes, said her biggest
challenge has been making sure her children don't forget what they've learned
this school year. Despite the long layoff,
Stringer supports the teachers.
"They deserve to be paid," she said. "They
deserve to be able to have insurance."
Many teachers said they'd rather be
in the classroom but believe they've
come too far to back down.
"We feel like we're under attack constantly," said Cody Thompson, a social
studies and civics teacher at Elkins

High School. "Eventually whenever
you're pushed into a corner, you've got
to push back."
The teacher walkout over pay and benefits shuttered classrooms Feb. 22. Since
then, angry teachers have gone to the Capitol to press legislators to raise their pay
after four years without an increase.
The walkout began after Justice signed a
2 percent pay raise for next year. After an
initial round of protests, the House of Delegates later approved a 5 percent increase.
Then on Saturday, the state Senate approved a 4 percent raise, prompting angry
union leaders to vow to stay out indefinitely. The House wouldn't agree to the
Senate's move, sending the bill to the conference committee.
To make ends meet for themselves,
many of these teachers have side jobs.
Kristie Skidmore, an elementary school
reading specialist, has a clothing shop at
her home.
"You're looking at people here who every day care about other people, other
families. People's kids," Skidmore said.
"But at the end of the day, now we're
forced to be able to figure out how to care
for our own families."

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON (AP) — A
former Trump campaign aide
promised to defy a subpoena
from special counsel Robert
Mueller and unloaded on President Donald Trump and his
campaign in a series of stunning interviews Monday.
Sam Nunberg said he thinks
Mueller may already have incriminating evidence on Trump
directly, although he would not
say what that evidence might be.
He also said the president probably knew about the June 2016
Trump Tower meeting between
his top campaign staff and a
team of Russians.
Shortly after he lobbed that
allegation, White House press
secretary Sarah Sanders rebuffed him during the White
House press briefing.
"I definitely think he doesn't
know that for sure because he's
incorrect. As we've said many
times before, there was no collusion with the Trump campaign,"
Sanders said. "He hasn't worked
at the White House, so I certainly
can't speak to him or the lack of
knowledge that he clearly has."
Nunbert also said he thinks
former Trump foreign policy
adviser Carter Page worked
with the Kremlin. "I believe that
Carter Page was colluding with
the Russians," Nunberg said
on CNN. "That Carter Page is a
weird dude."
Page called Nunberg's accusations "laughable" in a comment
to The Associated Press.
Page also has figured in the
Russia investigation. The Justice
Department and FBI obtained a
secret warrant in October 2016
to monitor his communications.
His activities during the presidential campaign that raised
concerns included a July 2016
trip to Moscow.
Nunberg did not respond to
requests for comment from the
AP. A spokesman for the special

counsel's office declined comment.
During his afternoon tirades, Nunberg detailed his
interview with Mueller's investigators, mocking them for
asking questions like if he had
heard Russian being spoken
in Trump Tower. He then said
he would reject a sweeping
demand from Mueller for communications between him and
top Trump advisers.
"I think it would be funny if
they arrested me," Nunberg said
on MSNBC.
He later added on CNN: "I'm
not going to the grand jury. I'm
not going to spend 30 hours going over my emails. I'm not doing
it. Why do I have to do it? ... I'm
not cooperating. Arrest me."
Nunberg is the first witness
in the ongoing federal Russia investigation to openly promise to
defy a subpoena. But he's not the
first to challenge Mueller: Former Trump campaign chairman
Paul Manafort filed a lawsuit in
January challenging Mueller's
authority to indict him.
It's unclear how much Nunberg would know about the
inner workings of the Trump
campaign or the White House.
He never worked at the White
House and was jettisoned from
the Trump campaign early
on, in August 2015. Trump
filed a $10 million lawsuit
against Nunberg in July 2016,
accusing him of violating a
non-disclosure
agreement,
but they settled the suit one
month later.
John Dean, a former White
House counsel to Richard
Nixon
during
Watergate,
tweeted Monday that Nunberg
can't flatly refuse to comply
with a grand jury subpoena:
"This is not Mr. Nunberg's
decision, and he will be in
criminal contempt for refusing to show up. He can take the
Fifth Amendment. But he can't
tell the grand Jury to get lost.
He's going to lose this fight."

90th Oscars dance between honoring and correcting the past
By LINDSEY BAHR

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Held
one year ago, the 90th Academy
Awards would have very likely
been a rose-colored nostalgia fest.
But this year, with a culture-wide
reckoning over decades of sexual
misconduct, a film business in decline, a volatile political climate and
the fact that last year the esteemed
show couldn't even manage to
present its biggest award correctly,
the film academy and host Jimmy
Kimmel on Sunday staged a complex and sometimes incongruous
dance of attempting to both honor
and atone for the past.
In many ways, the show inside
the Dolby Theatre went exactly as
planned — scripted, tight, full of
past-looking montages, forwardthinking speeches and produced to
appeal to all. Presenters Faye Dunaway and Warren Beatty got a best
picture redo, ("What happened
last year is Waterhouse under the
bridge," Kimmel quipped) and
86-year-old Rita Moreno got to
wear her dress from the 1962 ceremony again.
The Walt Disney Co. sneaked a
fair amount of promos ("A Wrinkle in Time," and "Mary Poppins
Returns") and self-congratulations (for "Black Panther") into
its ABC broadcast and the production did its best to appeal to the
"regular moviegoer" by trotting
out Gal Gadot and other stars to
literally give candy to a theater
full of people.
The awards also effectively
skirted the awkwardness of having
an accused man in the spotlight
by shifting around long-held presenter traditions and having Jodie
Foster and Jennifer Lawrence
present the best actress award

instead of Casey Affleck. Emma
Stone got her Natalie Portman
moment, presenting the directing
award to "four men and Greta Gerwig." Activists like #MeToo creator
Tarana Burke were included in
a song segment. And three Harvey Weinstein accusers, Ashley
Judd, Salma Hayek and Annabella
Sciorra, were given a moment to
themselves on stage for nothing
more than the fact that they were
brave enough to speak up before a
hopeful video played highlighting
a changing industry, post #MeToo
and more diverse.
The video highlighted Greta
Gerwig, the fifth woman to ever
be nominated for best director,
Yance Ford, the first transgender
nominee for "Strong Island," Dee
Rees, whose "Mudbound" scored
a historic cinematographer nomination and the Pakistan-born
Kumail Nanjiani, nominated for
"The Big Sick."
The nominees signaled a renaissance. The winners told a slightly
different story.
With a more diverse, more international and younger infusion
of voting members into the film
academy, the movie in love with
movies still won the top awards.
Guillermo del Toro's fantasy romance "The Shape of Water," won
best picture, director, score and
production design.
"Growing up in Mexico, I thought
this could never happen," del Toro
said. "It happens."
The acting awards, which have
been locked for three months,
went to the expected winners —
all esteemed veterans and three of
whom had never been nominated
before: Frances McDormand won
best actress for "Three Billboards
Outside Ebbing, Missouri" and

her co-star Sam Rockwell won
for his supporting performance.
Gary Oldman picked up the best
actor prize for transforming into
Winston Churchill in "Darkest
Hour" and Allison Janney for becoming Tonya Harding's mother
in "I, Tonya."
At 89, James Ivory became
the oldest Oscar-winner for his
adapted screenplay for "Call Me
By Your Name." And Christopher
Nolan's ambitious World War II
nail-biter "Dunkirk" picked up
three technical awards.
But Gerwig's "Lady Bird" left
empty handed, Rachel Morrison
did not become the first female
cinematography winner (the longsnubbed Roger Deakins got that
honor finally for "Blade Runner
2049" after 14 nominations) and
Ford was not the first transgender
Oscar-winner.
There were glimpses of progress, in Chile's "A Fantastic
Woman," which starred the transgender actress Daniela Vega, won
best foreign film. Disney and
Pixar's celebration of Mexican culture, "Coco," took best animated
feature, as well as best song for
"Remember Me."
"The biggest thank you of all to
the people of Mexico," said director Lee Unkrich to loud applause.
"Marginalized people deserve to
feel like they belong. Representation matters."
And Jordan Peele became the
first African-American to win best
original screenplay for his horror
sensation "Get Out."
Peele said he stopped writing it
"20 times," skeptical that it would
ever get made.
"But I kept coming back to it because I knew if someone would let
me make this movie, that people

would hear it and people would
see it," said Peele. "So I want to
dedicate this to all the people who
raised my voice and let me make
this movie."
Even McDormand used her moment on stage to make a statement
on behalf of women.
"If I may be so honored to have
all the female nominees stand with
me," McDormand said.
"We all have stories to tell
and projects we need financed,"
she added, before uttering the
phrase "inclusion rider," referring
to actors signing contracts that
mandate a film's gender and racial inclusivity.
Everyone seemed to take
this moment of an industry in
flux to heart.
"We can't let bad behavior
slide anymore," said Kimmel at
the show's start. "The world is
watching us."
And indeed as the last show
in this very long season, made
even longer thanks to the Olympics, and with an unprecedented
pressure to address all the ills of
society and 90 years of movies
it was perhaps always going to
be too big a feat for one group of
entertainers to tackle in a single
nearly four-hour production.
There's only so much they can
do, after all, and there is no one
like Kimmel to remind everyone
that it is still the movie industry.
In an aside about the pay disparity between Mark Walhberg
and Michelle Williams for "All the
Money in the World" reshoots,
Kimmel said upon discovering that
both actors were represented by
the same talent agency that, "This
one shook me."
"If we can't trust agents, who
can we trust?"
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Birke Symposium and Visiting Writers Series conclude
with readings from Howell, Olzmann and Parravani

MICHAELA CRITTENDEN | THE PARTHENON

Matthew Olzmann concluded the event with a lighthearted tone, reading “The Man Who was Mistaken,” “Mountain Dew Commercial Disguised as a Love Poem” and “A Letter to Someone 50 Years from Now.”
By MICHAELA CRITTENDEN

THE PARTHENON
The A.E. Stringer Visiting Writers Series and the Birke Fine Arts
Symposium “Art in Times of Adversity” concluded Thursday in the
Memorial Student Center with a poetry reading.
The Birke Fine Arts Symposium, College of Liberal Arts, Department of English, Women’s Studies and West Virginia Humanities
Council collaborated to present Rebecca Gayle Howell, author of
“American Purgatory” and “Render/An Apocalypse,” Matthew Olzmann, author of “Mezzanines” and “Contradictions in the Design,”
and Christa Parravani author of the book “Her: A Memoir.”
Professor Sarah Chavez said she got advice from other writers
and professors in the English department in choosing what authors to feature, including advice from professor Eric Smith who
introduced her to several of the works of the authors.
“I wanted people to realize just how different, really wonderful
literature can be,” Chavez said. “The tone and the topics from each
writer were so different, and I wanted people to see the range of
happy, funny, sad and disturbing work, so they could seek it out
and even create it themselves.”
Howell read first with creations from her book, “Render.”
“I chose to read from ‘Render,’ because many of the students had
read it in class, and I just wanted to share that moment with them,”

Howell said.
Howell said “Render” was a how-to book, with poems like “How
to Kill a Hawk.”
Parravni read an excerpt from a new non-fiction novel she’s currently working on.
“I don’t want to talk about it too much, because I’m still working on it,” Parravani said. “But I got tired of reading from ‘Her,’ and
I wanted to get a feel for where I take the novel from here, and I
think I have an idea now.”

Olzmann concluded the event with a lighthearted tone, reading, “The Man Who was Mistaken,” “Mountain Dew Commercial
Disguised as a Love Poem” and, “A Letter to Someone 50 Years
from Now.”
“I wanted a piece from each book, and then I tried to think about
arts in a time of adversity and tried to choose a few that fit with

that theme, and I picked poems that I enjoy reading,” Olzmann said.
The overall theme, art in time of adversity, played a role in what
each author thought about reading and what they wanted audience members to consider.
“I seek solace in art in a time of crisis, and I think, as an artist, it is my job to build a place for other people to find solace in
writing,” Parravani said. “I don’t like to think of art as an escape
from those troubles but more as a way for us to think about how
to move forward.”
Olzmann said he did not just consider the global crisis, but art
itself being in crisis as well.
“I think about art responding to a political or global crisis, but I
also think about art being in crisis as well,” Olzmann said. “Like art
not being valued, or the humanities being under scrutiny, or the
threat to cut the national endowment.”
Chavez said she could not be happier with the turnout for the
Visiting Writers series.
“It’s been really wonderful; so many people showed up, which
warms my heart, because it’s right around midterms, and it was
on a Thursday, but people still came out which is nice to see,”
Chavez said.
Michaela Crittenden can be contacted at crittenden2@marshall.edu.

Five for Fighting to kickoff tour at Keith-Albee
By RACHAEL COOK

THE PARTHENON
Five for Fighting’s John Ondrasik said
that there are still songs that he never gets
tired of performing.
“There are some songs of mine that,
honestly, if I never played them again, I
wouldn’t miss them,” Ondrasik said. “The
one song that never grows old for me is
my song ‘100 years.’”
Ondrasik’s song, “100 years” was a
chart-topper in 2003 and a single from his
album “The Battle for Everything.”
Ondrasik said “100 years” is a song
that grows throughout life. When Ondrasik wrote the song, he was in his early
twenties. Now is in his early fifties, he
said the song still is relevant to his life.
“As we grow up and change, the song
goes along with it,” Ondrasik said. “It
can be used for so many emotions and
life changes: sad, happy, marriage, birth
and death.”
Ondrasik said the song is about life and
all the things that come along with it. He
said that now when he sings the song, he
feels melancholy because his son is 18,
getting ready to leave home for college,
and when Ondrasik wrote the song, his
son was only 3 at the time.
Ondrasik said he gets the inspiration for
his songs from his own emotional experiences, but when he had children it became
more about the world that they were going to grow up in. Ondrasik said he looked
outside of himself and more at the world
from a cultural and proactive view. He
said “Two Lights” is an example of how he
wants the world to be.
Ondrasik said that he has performed

with some of his biggest inspiration,
James Taylor and Paul McCartney. He
said that it’s a great experience when
he can share the stage with someone he
looks up to.
“It’s also great touring with fellow bandmates, which is the string quartet this
tour,” Ondrasik said. “It keeps your juices
flowing, and it’s rewarding if you’re fortunate enough to have people know your
songs and sing them back to you.”
Ondrasik said that he no longer gets nervous when performing. He said the more
shows he performs, the easier it gets. Ondrasik said live television still makes him
a little nervous, because things are out of
his control.
“When I’m feeling under the weather, I
might get a little nervous,” Ondrasik said.
“Life is about learning to perform when
you’re not at 100 percent, though.”
Ondrasik said he considers himself
lucky to be able to be on tour and make
music for a living.
“It has been my dream since I was little,”
Ondrasik said. “My mom was a piano major, and I grew striving for this.”
Until his first hit-song, “Superman,” Ondrasik said he was rejected from every
record label.
“Finally, the stars aligned,” Ondrasik
said. “I broke the ice and got my shot.”
Ondrasik said he believes his
younger self would be proud of all that
he has achieved in his life. He said he
still tries to look back on the work
ethic that he had when he was younger
and tap into that.
“Younger me would think I’m a nerd, but
he would be happy that everything paid

off to a certain degree,” Ondrasik said.
“He would give me a high-five.”
Ondrasik said that some of his songs
are post-it notes to himself, like how
“100 years” was about learning to
live in the moment. He spent his time
looking into the past or the future but
forgot to live in the moment. His song
“Superman” is about learning that he
can’t be everything for everybody and
to not be as hard on himself, he said.
“I would tell my younger self to listen
to those songs and take notes,” Ondrasik
said. “I never gave myself a break, and I
was a little too hard on myself.”
Ondrasik said that his band name
itself happened in the moment. His record label had asked for a band name,
even though there was no band, and
he had just come from a hockey game.
The term five for fighting is hockey
term for when players fight, get a penalty and are sent to the penalty box
for five minutes, coining the term five
for fighting.
“I said ‘What about five for fighting?’ sarcastically,” Ondrasik said.
“I didn’t expect them to like it, but
here we are today talking about Five
for Fighting.”
Five for Fighting with the string
quartet and symphony will begin its
tour 7:30 p.m. March 8 at the KeithAlbee Theater.
Marshall University students with a
valid student ID can purchase one ticket
for $10 at Joan C. Edwards Performing
Arts Center’s box office.
Rachael Cook can be contacted at
turner250@marshall.edu.
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John Ondrasik, lead singer of Five for Fighting, is most know for his
song "Superman." He will be coming to the Keith-Albee Theater 7:30
p.m. Thursday. Five for Fighting will be accompied with a string quartet
and symphony. Marshall University students with a valid student ID can
purchase one ticket for a reduced rate of $10 at the Joan C. Edwards
Performing Arts Center's box office.
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